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better. I may have something to say tomorrow,
but I think today I’d like to say less and try
to keep working.

2000 Campaign
Q. What about the campaign? You seemed

to be having an awful good time at that fund-
raiser a little while ago. [Laughter]

The President. I was having a good time. It’s
easier for me when you don’t have to run. It’s
easier. I’m having a good time.

Do the briefing, Joe.
Press Secretary Lockhart. Okay. [Laughter]

The President. Keep me out of trouble. Stay
bored. [Laughter] Bored.

Press Secretary Lockhart. I can do that.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2
p.m. in the James S. Brady Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to Mr.
Lockhart’s wife, Laura Logan, and daughter,
Clare. A reporter referred to Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. The Presi-
dent’s remarks were included in the transcript of
the press briefing by Press Secretary Lockhart.

Statement on the Jewish High Holidays in Russia
September 29, 2000

On behalf of the American people, I want
to wish the Jewish community in Russia a happy,
enriching, and peaceful New Year. People across
the United States are profoundly moved by the
flowering of religious life for all faiths in Russia.
Jewish life, in particular, is flourishing, with syn-
agogues and Jewish cultural centers opening in
regions all across the country.

Russia’s support for democratic principles, re-
ligious freedom, and inter-ethnic tolerance will
have a direct impact on its standing in the inter-

national community and our ability to support
Russia’s international integration.

The United States stands with Russia’s Jewish
community as it advances the cause of religious
freedom, builds a more inclusive society, and
counters the forces of hatred and bigotry. In
our tightly interwoven world, the advance of
freedom in one country strengthens freedom ev-
erywhere. Your community’s efforts are truly
historic. Our hopes and prayers are with you
for the coming year. L’Shanah Tovah!

Statement on Signing the First Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year 2001
September 29, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 109,
a short-term continuing resolution for FY 2001.

The Resolution provides 2001 appropriations
for continuing projects and activities of the Fed-
eral Government through October 6, 2000, ex-
cept for those funded by the Department of
Defense Appropriations Act, 2001, and the Mili-
tary Construction Appropriations Act, 2001,
which I have signed into law.

In February, I sent a budget to the Congress
that funded critical investments in our future.
We need realistic levels of funding for critical
Government functions that the American people
expect their Government to perform well, in-
cluding education, law enforcement, environ-

mental protection, preservation of our global
leadership, air safety, food safety, economic as-
sistance for the less fortunate, research and
technology, administration of Social Security and
Medicare, and other important programs. None
of the funding bills for the programs that sup-
port these functions have been sent to the
White House.

I urge the Congress to approve the 11 re-
maining 2001 spending bills as quickly as pos-
sible, in an acceptable form.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 29, 2000.
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